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WHEREIN. | 
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The Meaning, Duty, and Happineſs , 


OF T6; 
: 7 { : 8 | E | 1 
2 1 


ARE EXPLAINED, 


From Genefis 29th chap. 11th vir. = 


=. 64 Jacob Kiſſed Rachel“ 
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To be had of M. Booth, J. and C. Berry, and 
S. White in Norwich; Fortin in Swaſfham, an! 
T. Wittingham in Lym. Price Sl[XPENCE. 
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Res . . x. . Rn | 
. KM *I g- = 
A DESER TATION, Sec. 
From Geneſis xxix. 11. 


« FACOB KISSED RACHEL.” 


Jacos kiged Rachel! in that he finned not; 
many fince the days of the Patriarch have dane 
the ſame, neither have they ſinned. The united 
Teſtimony of all Ages confirms the Rectitude of | 
as Practice, and ſtrongly recommends it to out 


Imitation, To the Honour of our Age be it 


FT wk m4 1» AV. b ee vr 


ſaid, that we have not deviated from the Patiis 


of our Pious Anceſters in this Reſpect, but oh 


- 


the 


and greatly doth it redound to the Honour of 


C8 \ 


— — , — 


the Contrary have Improved by their Exrmple; 


this Nation, that we are not ſurpaſs'd (perhaps 
not equals) by any other Nation 1 the World 
in the Practice of this moſt Exemplary Virtue. 
May we always deſerve this Eycomium, and by 
a ſtrict Perſeverance in the W of this 
eſſenlial Branch of our Day. May we ge on 
ſrom Strength to Strength rejoicing, till we ob- 
thin the Completion of our moſt ardent Withes 
and. Satisfactory Defires, In further diſcourſing 


on this Subject, I purpoſe ift. to Conſider the 


meaning of the Words * Jacob: kifſed- Rachel. 


2d. 
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2nd, Fnquire. into the very important Duty of 


Kiſſing. ard. Endeavour to repreſent the Plea 


ſure which always attend the true Performance 
of this important Duty. In perſuing this Pl in, 
we are firſt to conſider the meaning of the w ords 
Nacob Me Rachel, the verb . to Ki the 

Subſtantive Ty kiſs, the Participle * kiff * „ 
and that ſtrange odd bas Word « kiſſed,” oy 
eacly of them admits of a double Interpretation, 


. 


They may either fgnify a fimple Salute, or an 


AQtion of 2 very different Nature, which (as it 


is preſumed to be pretty well underfioed) I fhall 


not attempt to explain, 


The 


<6) 


The Kiſſing mentioned in the Text, was No- 


ching more than a 2 Salute, a mere Contact 


of che Jae? and either 2 mutual or a partial 


GO + 


Smack This will plain] y appear by examining 


the Context. Jacob we are told left kis Father's 
_— and . into the 1 of the Peo- 

; g | =. C23% 77 , 1 

| 8 of the n in n queſt of 2 Wiſe This was a 


ih ſerious and "__ important Expedia, as the 
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Happineſs of his future Life, 8 princi- 
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pally on his on Choice, A 2 long and 


SF TO 


* * 


Ae Vigrimage, (if I may * allo wed the Ex- 
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preſſion) he at We arrived at Padanarum in 


| Raft 1 ( 9 
} 


* a Country richly yp bn oy Dooney. In 


— 


one of thoſe ſrunful Eaſtern Vallies he aceĩdent- 
ly met the Enchanting ** Rachel. Struck with 


the Beauty and Eleganc: of her/Perſon z (for we 


| 
are told ſhe was Beautiful and well favoured) In - 


ſtigated by the Propenſity of Nature, and the 
Power of Love, he eagerly Embraced her in his 
Arms, and as the Text emphatically expreſſes its 


* he Kiſſed her. And which. of us in his Place 1 


wou'd not have done the ſame? Had we amitt- 


ed ſo fair an Opportunity, we ould have been 


the, deſery· d obiects: of Redicule and Contempt, 


where ever we appear d. Tis not ſaid that Ra- 
chel m ide any Refiſlance, ner did ſhe expreſs the 


5 | leaſt 
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Jeaft diſguſt at this ſeeming Rudeneſs from a 


Stranger. Indeed the learned are pretty well 


agreed in their Opinion, that Women, cſpecial- 
ty Virgins, (for ſuch we muſt look vpon Rachel 
© have been at that Time) had never any objec- 
non from the Creation of the World fo this day 
to nNiving a x16 from a likely young Man. 
Key ſo far from reſenting Jaeob's Behaviour, we 
aud this rs an Introduction to a kri der Inti- 
Maey, which terminated in a happy Marriage, 


ani even at this Time * Kiſſing® generally leads 


terminate in Matrimony 


' Happy 


— 
— 


te eloſer Connections, tho it does not always 
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Happy they, who by a diligent and unwearied 
performance of this Duty can ſay, We have 
not Labour'd in vain, nor ſpent our Strength for 
nought your Conſcience will Commend you; Y 


your Friends will Eſteem you; and your Chil- 


dren wil riſe up and call you Blefſed, 
Having thus briefly Conſidered the meaning 

of the Words ** Jacob Kiſſed Rachel, I proceed 1 

adly, to inforce the important Duty of Killing, 


Whatever Nature prompts us to do, which is not 


Prohibited by any poſitive Law of God it is cer · 


tainly our Duty to perform. This Injunction of | 
Nature, our Reaſon muſt approve, and the Prac- - 


tice 
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tice of it will meet with univerſal pplauſe. Now 
tell me ye moſt inanĩimate of Markind, if you 
ean reſiſt the Temptations of a rural Nymph (ſor 
ſuch was Rachel) ſkipping o'er the flow'ry Mead, 
with all the attractive Charms of unifſemblzd 
Innocence, freely inviting you to a participation 
of her Pleaſure, What a noble Opportunity is 
| here offer'd you of gratifying thoſe Defires which 
Nature has implanted in your Frame? Wou'd 
you not embrace the happy Moment, and with- 
out Remorſe, fnatch Nectar and Ambroſta 


from her balmy Lips? Les, my Friends, I am 


perſraded yu won' d in theſe Circumſtances 


—_— 


6 
have acted like Men; confcious that your Acs 
tions were in every Reſpect conformable to the 
Dictates of right Reaſon; this Propenfity of our 
Nature immediately Ai us our Duty: For 
we cannot ſuppoſe that we ſhould be formed 
with ſach Inelinations, the Gratification of whieh 
wou'd be deem'd Unlawful, Tis unneceſſary 
to dwell any longer on this Head, as the greateſt 
Apoſtle's Exhortation is ſufficient to enforce this 
agreeable Duty, who repeatedly lays his Com- 
mand upon us in theſe emphatical Words, Sa- 
Jute ye one another with an holy Kifs,” Let 
this Ambition be ſtrongly imprinted in your 


Miads: 
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Minds, and as we are convinc'd it is our indiſ- 
penſible Duty to obey it, ſo let it be our Emu- 
lation to exceed each other in the diligent Per- 
formance of it. To encourage you to this, I 
propoſe 3dly, to endeavour to repreſent the 
Pleaſure which always attend the true perſorm- 
ance of this Duty. It's very difficult, nay I 1 
venture to ſay impoſſible to deſcribe the internal 
Satisfaction, and mental Tranſport which muſt 
accompany the true perſormance of this conju- 
gal Duty. The Inflin within tells us we are 
right, and encourages us in the Proſecution of 


every laudable Attempt, Even ſelf denial from Ac- 


tions 
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tions of a criminal Nature, will be attended with 
that pleaſing Reward, the Approbation of our 
own Conſciences. What Senſations then, muſt 
that Conduct excite, which is not only Juſtii1- 
ble in itſelf but to w hich we are impelled by the 
ſtrongeſt Propenſities of human Nature? A Con- 
duct which will excite the Eſteem of the World, 
and approbation of our Friends; and to what 
Actions aro we ſtronger impell'd, cr what Paſſi- 
ons require greater Indulgence than thoſe, which 
in the higheſt Degree promote mutual Comfort, 
Peace and Happineſs. To aim at theſe deſire» 
able Objects, ought to be our higheſt Ambition, 
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and to obtain them cur greateſt Bliſs. Where 


| | then ſhall we ſeek for theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings ? 


In what Soil de they grow? And from what 


Tree ſhall we pluck the Fruit? To Anſwer theſe 


Queries, we need only conſult the natural Dic- 
tates of our own Inclinations! they will point 
out the Path that leads into the flow'ry Mead of 

| Happineſs, from whence thoſe aripling Shoots 
ariſe, which afterwards produce the luxuriant 
Branches that yeild the delicious Fruit, If we 
turn our Eyes around us, the beauties of Nature 
ir ev'ry where conſpicuous, and each delightful 


Scene is form'd for our Enjoyment, The luſtre 


of 


CHEE: 


of the Fields dazles the Eye, and the Muſic of 
the winged Choir raviſhes the Ear, but ſtill the 
Eye is not ſatisfy'd with ſeeing, nor the Ear wich 
hearing, ſomething is ſtill wanting to compleat 
our Happineſs; in the Purſuit of which we ſtre- 
nuouſly exert our utmoſt Efforts, Say ten in 
what Enjoyment do we take the greateſt Plea- 
ſure, and in which we find the greateſt Satisfac · 
tion, that can accrue to human Nature, Whence 
but from the Participation of theſe Pleaſures and 
of theſe endearing Charms, which the lovely 
Fair and they only poiſeſs, In theic enshanting 
Company, every Gloom is diſpell' “; each ma- 
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lencholy Thought; ſabſides, and Chearſulnefs, 
| | | Viracity. Mirth and Love aſſume the THRONE. 
Their Converſation is removed from Rancour, 
Scandal, Envy and Ill-will: Good - nature ſmiles 
around their Brow, and every Action betrays the 
pureſt Principles of undiſſembled Innocence, and 
unſeigned Benevolence. But let us not ſtop here, 


let us View the happy Youth engaged in the de- 


lightful Taſk of Love, With what Ardour muſt 


he receive the kind return of his glowing and 


is 
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heart-felt Paſſion ? Thofe liv. ly Expreſſions of 


mutual Friendſhip, and inciColuble Attachment 


to cach others Intereſt; which ſach a Scene muſt 


afford, 


„ 3 


* 


afford, naturally exdites in the Soul, ſuch ſus. 


2 


Lime Ideas as Words cannot expreſs, nor the 
luxuriance of Language deſcribe. Claſp'd in 
each other's Arms! Eyes meeting Eyes, and 
Souls with Souls conjoined in fond Embraces all 
the Powers of Love unite; and thus the amour- 
ous Hour is ſpent in extacies of Joy; while each 
repeated Kiſs adds Pleaſure to the Scene, and 
lead them to the ſummit of corporal Bliſs, Hap- 
py, thrice happy Pair ! who thus enjoy the ſweets 
of Love ; may each returning Day increaſe your 


Joy, and may all your Life be one continued 


Feaſt of Plenty, Peace and Happineſs. Let us 


all 
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all endeavour to improve, the Subjcc? : this 
cannot be done by Words, the only uſe we 
can make of what has been now Advanced, is to 
imitate the ſhining Example of the great Patri- 


arch Jacob, and embrace every Opportunity of 


doing as he did when he Kiſſed Rachel,“ which- 


mat we may all do, &c. &c. &c. 
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